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Many small buildings have 
already transitioned to source- 
separated recycling (i.e. 
recyclables are collected, 
stored, transported and 
processed separately from 
other solid waste). In small 
buildings, waste haulers will 
provide a recycling 
receptacle, typically a toter, 
similar to those used in the 
City’s Blue Cart program for the collection of recyclables. It 
may be appropriate to begin with one or two toters, 
depending on space considerations. 

 
 
 

The recycling 
receptacles are mobile 
so they can be located 

 

 
Characteristics of Small Buildings 
 
Generally there are si mi l a ri tie s wi 
t h i n the str u ctur e of sm all b u ild 
ing s (< 40 un its) wh ich tend to def 
i ne how re c y cli n g pract i ces ar e  
imp l em ent e d.  The s e ch aracter i stic 
s  mi ght  include:  
 
-  Walk up (no elevator) 
-  Self-managed by condo 

board or small management 
(rental) 

-  Minimal common areas 
-  Multiple locations of 

mailboxes 
-  No on-site maintenance 
-  Cleaning staff for common 

area 
-  Trash/recycling collected 

outside of building 
in an area which can be    
easily accessed by 
residents, such as next to 
the trash dumpster. The 
toters will need to be 
accessible for pickup by 

your recycling hauler on your recyclable pick up day. 
 

 
 
 

Residents should use every opportunity 
to make recycling convenient and 
collect recyclables at multiple 
locations when possible. The small 
basket in the photo to the right is 
placed near the mail boxes, a handy 
location for residents to recycle junk 
mail and telephone books. 

Potential Tool Kit Accessories 
 
Comp onents of th e tool ki t wh ich 
ma y be h e lp fu l in sma l l bu i l di ngs 
incl ude:  
 
-  Recycling Plan & Waste 

Generation and Recyclable 
Collection Worksheet 

-  Vendor Contact List 
-  Waste & Recycling Hauler RFP 
-  Tenant Lease Language or 

Condominium By-Laws Insert 
-  Pledge Card 
-  Sample Letter to Residents 
-  Sample Recycling Flyer and 

Poster 
-  FAQs/Fact Sheets 
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Cost Savings in Small Residential Buildings: A Success Story 

 

Establishing a source-separated recycling program in a small residential building is fairly straight- 
forward, as residents typically already carry their trash to a dumpster located outside, usually in 
an alley. The concern of most residents in smaller buildings is that adding recycling may 
increase their waste hauling costs. One six-flat condominium building on the north side of 
Chicago was therefore very surprised after reviewing their annual costs and saw savings due to 
recycling! 

 
This building started the year without a recycling program and decided to begin recycling in the 
spring. After a discussion with their waste hauler, they decided to start recycling with one 96- 
gallon toter. Initially, there was an additional weekly cost for the toter and the pickup service. 
After just a couple of months, the recycling toter was usually filled by the mid-week and the trash 
dumpster was rarely half full at the end of each week. The diversion of recyclables was making 
a difference and it was time to expand their recycling program. 

 
The building again contacted their waste hauler, who provided another recycling toter. The 
hauler also agreed to provide a smaller dumpster. Both were delivered within a week. The 
building continued to recycle and the smaller dumpster was more than adequate for the trash. 
In addition, the smaller dumpster meant a reduced waste 
disposal cost. 

 
The real surprise came at a condo meeting, when the 
annual budget was reviewed. After a smaller trash dumpster 
was introduced in October due to increased building 

A 30% cost savings was 
realized in just one year! 

recycling, the cost of waste hauler services by the end of the year was about 30% less than in 
January when no recycling was occurring. The graph below shows the decrease in costs as 
recycling increased in the building. 


